
Hi Everybody!

Having a great trip so far. I'm on my way back to Longview, TX

for Homecoming '00 at LeTourneau. The travel brochure about

the weekend looks exciting. Hopeyou can make it. Sure ivould be

great to see you again. Travel conditions arefine, so get on the

road and let's meet at LeTourneau University on Oct. 27-29!
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Adult & Graduate Degree

Programs:
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Advancement Department:
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On the Cover:
David Wilson, standing, senior vice president for Longview Bank & Trust,

reviews a loan application with intern Jeff Anderson, a senior business admin-

istration major from Mascoutah, III. LB&T has partnered with LeTourneau to

provide a variety of internship opportunities for our business students.

Alumni Office:

Phone: 903-233-3670

1-800-259-ALUM

E-mail: alumni@letu.edu

“Behold, NOW is the acceptable time,- behold NOW is the day of our

salvation.

"

— II Cor. 6:2

President’s Message

«I’M

GLAD

IT

Dr. Alvin O. Austin
President

A few days ago I received a letter from Jim and Alice

Wynja (WlN-jah) of Wauseon, Ohio. Their son, Daniel, is an

aeronautical science major and just completed his freshman year.

Their warm words encouraged me and I asked them if I could

share those comments with you. Here is part of what they said:

“We are writing to thank LeTourneau University and
its stafffor the impactyou have had on our son

DanieTs life during hisfreshman year. Duringyour

orientation sessions in the summer, along with our

campus visits, you stated that LeTourneau was a

Christian university with a values-based educational

system. You stated that students would be stretched

both spiritually and academically. We havefound this

to be true in DanieTs life. We thankyou that

LeTourneau displayed its Christian values in the past

year ...”

“.
. .It has been a difficultyearfor our son with the

accidental loss ofhis brother in December. But with

the prayers ofthe LeTourneaufamily and the

assistance ofMr. Bitikofer (Assistant Professor of

Aeronautical Science) and others in the aeronautical

science division and the library where he works, he was

able to complete his requirements. The investment

that each teacher and staffmember puts into each

individual student is appreciated. We are thankful

that Daniel is attending LeTourneau University and
lookforward to the next threeyears ...”

Thanks Jim and Alice!

There is nothing more affirming than the personal,

unsolicited response from a family whose life has been positively

impacted by our people and programs.

Our faculty, staff and administrative team all work very

hard, and work together, to provide the best possible Christ-

centered, quality education for our students. I know of no other

campus where faculty are better prepared or are more accessible;

no other college where staff members are more diligent, hard-

working and caring. We all labor together to fulfill the

university’s mission.

I’m glad it shows!

In this issue we look at our Division of Business

Administration. One of the articles highlights Sandra Godfrey,

an adult student in our Houston business management program

who attributes her success to the “above and beyond” work of one

of our staff. I think Sandra’s story is not only a testament to the

commitment of staff member Brenda Day, but is also indicative

of how everyone at LeTourneau seeks to minister to our students.

We are grateful that our words and our actions ring loud

and true for Daniel, for Sandra, and for thousands of other

students and alums who have experienced LeTourneau University

first hand. As we work hard and seek God’s leadership in our

individual and collective efforts, LeTourneau will continue to

make a positive impact on the lives of our students through our

programs and our people.

More than anything else, our affirmation comes from

knowing we are making a difference in the lives of our students.
l



for Business

A look at the Division of Business Administration
When Dr. Bob Roller, chair of the Division of Business

Administration, begins to speak about his academic division,

he becomes animated, even excited. Borderline exuberant.

“There are so many great reasons why students should

choose LeTourneau for a business degree. What we’ve had all

along has been the best. Now what we have is even better.

Here’s why: incredible faculty, quality nationally accredited

programs, highly valuable program enhancements and a

Biblically centered curriculum that develops ethical leadership.

LeTourneau is the place where it all comes together for the

student,” Roller says.

Incredible Faculty
Roller articulates four reasons spiritual role models for our

to commend his business faculty. students.”

“First and foremost, our

faculty members are academically

qualified
'.

All but one of the full

time business faculty have earned

doctorates and he’s just a year

away from completing his degree.”

“Secondly, our professors

have real world business

experience. They know the theory,

but they also know how the

theory applies to actual business

situations.”

“Thirdly, they have spiritual

depth. This faculty is one of the

most spiritually qualified groups I

have ever seen. Some are just as

comfortable behind the pulpit as

behind the lectern. They are

“And finally, our business

professors are fantastic teachers.

Student evaluations are consistently

above the university average, and

that at an institution known

world-wide for its exceptional

faculty,” Roller said.

Roller’s comments about

the L.U. faculty are backed up by

national magazine U.S. News &
World Report, which commended

LeTourneau as “tops in teaching”

and possessing “an unusually

strong commitment” to teaching.

Less than two percent of the

colleges and universities in the

nation earned this recognition.

Quality
NATIONALLY
ACCREDITED
PROGRAMS

According to Roller, the quality of

LeTourneau’s business program is validated in a

number of ways.

All of LeTourneau’s academic programs

have earned regional accreditation by the

Southern Association ofColleges and Schools

(SACS), the same association that accredits the

University ofTexas, SMU, Vanderbilt and other

quality institutions across the south. The

Business Administration Division is further

accredited by the InternationalAssembly

for Collegiate Business Education (IACBE),

the premier business accreditation association for

teaching-oriented colleges like LeTourneau.

“Only about one in three business programs

have earned professional accreditation, and

among Christian colleges, less than one in six

have achieved this standing, setting us signifi-

cantly apart from most other programs in the

nation,” Roller notes.

Other ways the quality of the business

program could be measured include its career

placement rate, which exceeds 90 percent, the

number and kind of internships our students

have received and the guidance of a 20 member

Business Advisory Council composed of high-

ranking business executives who keep the

University informed on business trends and

critical concerns.

It is the outstanding caliber of the business

programs that allows Dr. Brett Andrews,

assistant professor of management, to tell

prospective students, “LeTourneau programs are

designed to build into you qualities that will

make you a highly sought-after graduate.”
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Program Enhancements
Roller notes that significant

program enhancements have

considerably strengthened the

business programs at the

university.

“LeTourneau graduates have

always found success in the

marketplace. Their dedication,

values-centered ethics, knowledge

and talents make them highly

valuable, and promotable. But

increasingly, employers are also

demanding a specific set of skills,

such as marketing or finance,

from our business graduates,”

Roller said.

In response to employer

needs, and working closely with

its Business Advisory Board,

LeTourneau has been developing

major program enhancements for

more than two years. This spring

the Board ofTrustees approved a

sweeping set of changes in the

division.

The enhancements include

the development of a set of seven

different majors at the under-

graduate level and two different

M.B.A.s, including one with six

different concentrations.

At the undergraduate level

students who had only two choices

for majors-business administa-

tion or accounting—now have five

additional choices: marketing,

management, international

business, finance and management

information systems. The new

majors allow students to obtain

both general business knowledge,

and also the tailor-made set of

skills an employer is specifically

looking for.

To aid in the acquisition of

general business knowledge, all

business majors will work through

54 General Education credits

—

including 12 credits of Biblical

studies required of all LeTourneau

students. Next there are 18 credits

of Business Tools. This includes

accounting, economics, computer

applications and statistics. Finally,

the Business Core includes 24

credits covering the broad gamut

of business life: marketing, law,

human resource management,

business ethics and more. To “top

the tank” as it were, students then

major in a specific field of study.

For example, someone who

wishes to work in the global

economy for a large multi-national

corporation would find the

International Business major ideal.

In addition to the General

Education, Business Tools and

Business Core, the student will

take 33 credits in international

business areas: international

finance, international marketing,

two years of a foreign language

and other courses that quite

specifically groom the student for

achievement in the international

arena.

The combination of general

and specific courses uniquely

prepares a student for career

success. “Employers tell me they

hire a person for a specific set of

skills and promote for general

abilities. Our new programs will

give students both,” Roller said.

At the masters level two

primary options are available:

a Masters of Business

Administration (M.B.A.) in

Health Care Administration, or an

M.B.A. with concentration.

M.B.A. concentrations are

available in management, human
resources management, inter-

national business, finance,

E-comerce and marketing.

The Board ofTrustees has

already approved the changes to

the traditional Longview-based

curriculum and to the M.B.A.

programs offered in Longview,

Dallas, Houston and Tyler, with

implementation this fall. In the

next two years the curriculum for

the adult undergraduate programs

will be also revamped and

submitted to the board for

approval.

^ Being in the

Business department

has developed me aca-

demically spiritually

by seeing hoiv myfaith

affects businessy and

emotionally by matur-

ing me in decision

making.»
Vanessa Bogran. ’00

Bibically-centered
Curriculum

New program changes will

enhance the career options for

graduates, but at the fundamental

level the vision for a LeTourneau

education remains the same: a

focus on leadership and Biblical-

centered ethics.

According to Roller, this

type of character development is

not left to chance. “Everything

we do at LeTourneau, including

our business programs, is very

intentional. We are setting out to

develop two major qualities in

our students: leadership and

ethics. Permeating the business

curriculum is the concept of

principle-centered ethical leader-

ship. The greatest need in our

society is not more accountants,

or business executives or marketing

experts, but leaders with vision

and character.”

“Our nation is seeing first

hand what happens when leaders

lack principle and character. The

foundation of all we do here at

LeTourneau is to create a corner-

stone of Godly values on which all

learning and knowledge is based.”

“Not only do LeTourneau

business graduates have the

required knowledge, they also have

the ethics and integrity that

employers are looking for. This

integrity is securely anchored in a

Biblically-based approach to

decision making learned through-

out the LeTourneau business

curriculum,” Roller explains.

Vanessa Bogran, a 2000

business administration/marketing

graduate put it this way: “Being in

the business department has devel-

oped me academically, spiritually

by seeing how my faith affects

business, and emotionally by

maturing me in decision making.”

Bogran, who graduated

magna cum laude
,
will immediately

be put to use right back here at

LeTourneau. She has been hired in

a marketing role as an admissions

counselor. “Vanessa represents

exactly the kind of business

graduate we want to produce:

bright, capable, Christ-centered

and well-prepared for success. It is

graduates like Vanessa who will

lead our business world in the

future. It is their success that will

be the ultimate proof of the quality

of our LeTourneau business

programs,” concludes Roller.

For more information about LeTourneau

business programs, visit the university

website at www.letu.edu.



A Plan for

u c c
A mnrh a plan, a canal-

Panarna! The famous palindrome

(a phrase able to be read backwards

or forwards) comes to mind when

meeting Sandra Godfrey.

Partly it comes because she

has been so busy that she may not

know if she is coming or going.

But mostly its because it reflects

her massive focus on completing a

rigorous five-year goal to become

an attorney. Like canal engineer

George Goethals, Godfrey

developed a multi-year plan to

accomplish the near impossible.

Then, with great determination

and discipline, she set out to bring

that plan to completion.

Her “canal” is almost finished.

An East Texas native,

Godfrey completed a couple of

semesters at nearby Kilgore

College, but dropped out in 1965.

Thirty years sped by. They

were busy and productive. She had

successfully raised her family and

was working as a paralegal for a

small legal firm in Houston. But

in her heart she knew that there

was one big goal she had never

achieved: to become an attorney.

And if that were not a big

enough challenge, she determined

to accomplish her goal by 2000.

There were so many

obstacles. It was 1995, and 2000

was just five years away. She had

no college degree. She wasn’t even

close. Without that bachelors

sheepskin no law school would

consider her. The Houston-area

colleges she explored told her they

would be happy to have her enroll,

but she quickly learned that none

of her 30-year old credits would be

accepted in transfer. Loo old.

“They told me I’d have to

completely start over as a 49-year

old freshman and take the regular

day program,” she said.

It was not an acceptable part

of her plan. Nor was quitting work

for years an option for someone

who had to continue making

a living.

Her sister in Longview

pitched a solution:

“Try LeTourneau. I hear they have

an evening program for adults in

Houston.”

Godfrey is from Longview,

and grew up knowing about

LeTourneau, but did not know

there was a program in Houston,

much less one that was specifically

designed for working adults.

What she learned excited her.

In 1995 the University did

not have “0 credit” start plan.

Current adult students can now

enter the bachelor’s program with

two years of college, just one year,

or even with no college at all. But

five years ago all adult students

had to have 62 credits to enter the

business core. She faced a return to

community college or the end of

her dream.

Not a person who discourages

easily, she kept thinking, “From

everything I can see, LeTourneau

seems so perfect for me. There

has to be way for me to

achieve my goal.”

There was a way.

It miraculously appeared

in the form of staff

member Brenda Day.

Brenda assured

me that LeTourneau

could help me reach

my goals.

“Here was a program

from a school I knew already,

and it offered me the opportu-

nity to continue to work, to

study at night in a degree field

that would be really useful to

me, to learn with fellow

adults, and to complete my

degree in less than two years

—and all in a airing, Christian

atmosphere. Talk about an

answer to my prayers!”

But there was a hitch.

LeTourneau required 62

credits to enter the program.

While the university would

accept her old Kilgore College

credits, Godfrey still had just

30 hours—a full two semesters

shy of what she needed.

ESS
Day is now LeTourneau’s

bookstore manager, but in 1995

was serving in the Division of

Graduate, Adult and Continuing

Studies.

“From the first time I met Brenda,

she assured me that LeTourneau

could help me reach my goals,”

said Godfrey. And she meant it.

Day outlined a hard, but workable

course of action that involved

testing out of courses through the

CLEP program, taking guided

study courses and general

education courses offered by

LeTourneau. “She gave me hope

—and options.”

Virtually on a daily basis Day

helped Godfrey through the

process. “My first phone call to

Brenda was in May,” Godfrey

recalled. ‘In October I enrolled in

LeTourneau’s bachelor’s program

with every one of the 62 credits I

needed. In just five months I

accomplished the equivalent of a

full-year’s worth of courses, thanks

to Brenda.”

Once in the Bachelor of

Science in Business Management

program she worked hard. “My

goal always was to be accepted

into Law School, then pass the Bar

Exam,” she said. “That meant I

needed good grades and strong

recommendations from my profs.”

In May 1 997 she completed

goal number one: her bachelor’s

degree. She graduated from

LeTourneau with high honors,

earning a 3.6 GPA.

Brenda Day was there to see

Sandi Godfrey cross the gradua-

tion platform. Nothing would

have kept her away.

Accepted by each of the three

law schools in the Houston area,

Godfrey chose to matriculate at

the Thurgood Marshall School of

Law on the campus ofTexas

Southern University.

“It was a very tough program.

Two-thirds of the people who

entered with me did not survive to

graduation. But I was academically

well prepared at LeTourneau, and

veiy motivated,” said Godfrey.

Motivated is perhaps an

understatement. Just 60 months

from the first phone call to Brenda

Day, in May 2000, she graduated

from Law School.

Goal number two checked

off—and right on schedule.

In July, Godfrey will take the

Texas State Bar Examination. Her

law firm, 'Pom A. Dickens and

Associates, has already offered her

a full-time legal position, and she’ll

be working as legal counsel for a

nation-wide transportation firm

after she passes the Bar.

“Sandra Godfrey, Attorney-

at-Law. It sure has a nice ring to it,

doesn’t it? Passing the Bar is my

third and final hurdle to overcome

to achieve my dream. I am

studying hard and I plan to pass it

on my first try. In 1995 I told

Brenda that I would be a lawyer

by the summer of 2000,” said a

tired but happy Godfrey.

She intends to keep her word.

The Business
Administration Division

The division is the largest of

all LeTourneau programs. About

two of eveiy three LeTourneau

students are earning business

degrees.

There are 4,570 alumni who

have earned bachelors degrees in a

business field.

There are 630 alumni who

have earned master 's degrees in a

business field.

Bachelors degrees can be

earned in the following areas:

Accounting, Business

Administration, Marketing,

Management, International

Business, Finance or Management

Information Systems.

Masters degrees can be

earned in two areas, an M.B.A.

(Master of Business Administration)

or a M.B.A. in Health Care

Administration. M.B.A. students

also earn a concentration in one of

six areas: Finance, International

Business, E-Commerce, Human
Resource Management,

Management or Marketing.

The Business Administration

Division is the only academic

division of LeTourneau that offers

degree programs outside of

Longview. Degree programs are

also offered in Bedford, Dallas,

Houston and Tyler. About 1,500

students are enrolled in locations

other than Longview.

Notable division alumni

include Dale Crownover (BSBM

’97), president ofTexas Nameplate

Company, a winner of the Malcolm

Baldrige National Quality Award;

Garland Sanders, M.B.A. ’98,

recipient of the university’s 1999

Distinguished Alumni Award for

Community Service; and Robert

McFarland, (BSBM ’93) vice

president and general manager, Dell

Computer Corporation. 5



Call it Dedication.
Oca 1 1 it Devotion. Faculty

Whatever you call it, its an

incredible story of a couples

relationship and the commitment

they have to each other.

Back in 1996, Lynda Shaw

had a dream. She wanted to earn

Lynda Shaw and her husband, Ron, display

her Master of Science in Management

diploma, awarded in Houston in commence-

ment ceremonies this spring. This is the

second LeTourneau degree awarded to

Shaw, who earned her Bachelor of Science

in Business Management degree from LU in

1 998. She suffers from an eye disease that

causes night blindness. For more than three

years, through both her bachelor's and

master’s degree programs, Ron has driven

Lynda to classes and waited for four hours

to drive her home again.

her bachelors degree, then her

masters, so someday she could

teach at the college level. She

chose LeTourneau because of its

Christian focus, exceptional

academic program and the ability

to study in the evenings with

other adults. In 18 months, going

to school at night, she could earn

her B.S., and in another 19

months her masters degree.

But there was a big problem.

A degenerative eye disease had

given her night blindness. It is

difficult to drive to evening classes

when you can’t see at night! Her

home in Magnolia, Texas, is more

than 50 miles from the LeTourneau

Houston Educational Center.

The solution came from

Ron, her husband of two decades.

Opting lor early retirement, he

took it upon himself to drive

Lynda to her evening class each

week, and to her evening study

group sessions, and to any other

evening meetings that she had

to attend.

Magnolia is too far to return

home (in ideal traffic it takes

about hour each way, and traffic

in Houston is rarely ideal). So,

after he dropped off Lynda, Ron

found a comfortable chair in

the LeTourneau break room

and would wait for her.

Wait for four hours, mini-

mum of once of week—and

often twice a week-for 37

months.

What did he do for four

hours while he waited for class

to be over?

“I read a lot of magazines,”

Ron said.

“He is the worlds foremost

expert on current events,” joked

Lynda.

Lynda, who works full time

for the Houston NW Medical

Center, hopes to teach in the

evenings for LeTourneau, or

perhaps for other institutions in

the Houston area.

Ron plans to drive her to

classes and wait for her. “There

are still magazines I haven’t

read,” he quipped.

Call it dedication.

Call it devotion.

Call it love.
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Business faculty, as are all LU faculty

members, are selected based on these five criteria:

• Business Experience

• Academic Qualifications

• Teaching Excellence

• Deep Christian Faith

• Commitment to Student Success

Robert H. (Bob) Roller

B.S., M.B.A., Ph.D.

(Oklahoma State University)

Associate Professor of

Management and Chair, Division

of Business Administration,

Dr. Roller has served since 1998.

Brett Andrews
B.S., M.B.A., Ph.D.

(Walden University)

Assistant Professor of

Management. Dr. Andrews

has served since 1998.

Fred Carlson

B.S.B.A., M.B.A., Ph.D.

(St. Louis University)

Professor of Accounting.

Our most senior business faculty

member, Dr. Carlson has served

since 1986.

Kenneth Fairweather

A.A.S., B.A., M.B.A., D.B.A.

Candidate (Nova University)

Instructor of Business. Mr.

Fairweather has served since 1993.

John Feezell

B.A., M.A., Ph.D.

(Claremont Graduate School)

Professor of Economics and

Finance. Dr. Feezell has served

since 1992.

The full-time faculty team is joined by more

than 350 adjunct faculty members who have full-time

careers in business, communication, law and other

fields and teach on a part-time basis. Their “real-

world” experience and expertise provides an excellent

practical foundation for an LU business education.

All adjunct faculty must meet the same academic and

spiritual qualifications as full-time faculty. More

than 50 part-time faculty have been awarded “master

adjunct faculty” status, which recognizes exemplary

teaching experience and ability. Some of these master

adjunct faculty have served with LeTourneau for

more than 1 0 years.

Justice of the Peace

Precinct 2, Position i

The People's Choice lor Ihe People's Court

To Volunteer or

For More Information Call

713 -649-8200

Vote Tuesday, March 14, 2000
Democratic Primary
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Jo Azin Delgado
THE PEOPLE S CHOICE FOR THE PEOPLE S COURT

Qualifications

• Courl C oordinator in llarri* County Criminal Court

at Low #4 for 13 years.

• Chief Clerk for Justice of the Peace, Precinct 6,

uw
g* B.S . in Business Management, LeTourneau t nivcr\Uv*^

Southwest Texas State University.

• 13 years training from the Texas Center for the

Judiciary, Inc.

• Over 300 hours training from till Criminal Justice

Center.

• l.icensed Peace Officer for over 18 years.

• Member, Texas Association of Court Administrators.

Community Involvement

• Member, Harris County Deputies Organization

• Volunteer, Cossaboom YMCA Partners for Youth

• Served as Board Member, St. Christopher’s School

• Member, Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Go
Tejano Scholarship Committee

• Member, Meadow Creek Civic Club

• Member, Sagemonl Church

• Graduate, Milhy High School

Jo Ann Delgado is committed to .

• Administering the Justice of the Peace Court effectively

and to provide FAIR and EQUAL JUSTICE.
• Adopt truancy program to help bridge the gap between

parents and children and team up with the schools to

see that our children SUCCEED.
• Assist and support programs for our senior adults.

• Assist and support local business.

Judge Jo Ann
Wins the Day

Jo Ann Delgado (BSBM ’97) and her team ofvolunteers placed this

hanger on 16,000 doors in the east end of Houston as part of her success-

ful bid to become a Harris Country justice of the peace.

Harris County, home to Houston, is the nation’s third largest county.

Delgado will serve in Precinct 2, Position 1

.

The Houston Chronicle, along with nearly a dozen other organiza-

tions, endorsed her run and commended her for running an effort that

“eschewed negative campaigning in favor of knocking on doors and

stressing Delgado’s virtues.”

“/ credit LeTourneau University With giving me the speaking skills I

needed to successfully conduct my political race,” said Jo Ann Delgado,

who will be the county’s first-ever female Hispanic justice of die peace

when she takes office next January. “The skills I learned in the classroom

proved to be invaluable to me as I ran for office. All those assignments

where I had to give presentations prepared me well for the hundreds of

speeches I gave as I ran for office. I am quick to recommend LeTourneau

to anyone who wants an exceptional education.”

As JP for a large precinct, Delgado will handle cases such as evictions,

truancies, traffic violations, small claims and related legal matters.

Y2K # 1 for Business

Pictured above, some of the

members of LeTourneau Houston’s

first-ever Master of Science in

Management class display their

hand-woven Rente cloth sashes at

graduation in May. Kwame Osei-

Bonsu, (pictured at die extreme left)

originally from Ghana, Africa,

ordered the sashes from die Ashanti

region of Ghana, and presented them

to each of his 10 classmates.

“Ours was die first Houston

MSM class, and we are part of the

first-ever LeTourneau graduating class

in the new millennium, so I thought

a special insignia would be in order,”

said Osei-Bonsu. The sashes are in

LeTourneau blue and gold, comple-

mented with traditional Ashanti

woven designs. Each sash is personal-

ized with die graduates first name,

initial of the last name, and “Y2K,”

symbolizing die 2000 graduating-

class.

Class members included Doris

Broome, Eva Burford, Julio

Carmona, Janies Chesser, Michael

Gregg, Diana Harris, Susan Kim-

Kwon, Jane Mitchell, Kwame Osei-

Bonsu, Diann Robinson and Lynda

Shaw.

The class was further distin-

guished in that three of its members,

Janies Chesser, Kwame Osei-Bonsu

and Lynda Shaw, graduated from

LeTourneau for the second time.

Each had already earned bachelors

degrees in 1998.



Martin
MAKES THE

GRADE
Its not easy to be earn the title “Professor of the Year” when your

institution is noted for the strength of its teaching.

But Dr. Martin Batts is no ordinary teacher, even by the high

standards of LeTourneau. He’s a scholar, a philosopher, an engaging

lecturer known to dress in historical attire, and a state-champion horse-

shoe pitcher.

And now he’s this years winner of Robert H. Selby Teaching Scholar

Award. Again.

The annual Selby award, named in honor of a long-time and much
beloved LeTourneau teacher, now deceased, recognizes a professor who
has excelled in both scholarship and teaching ability.

Its an award that fits Professor Batts. The Selby award recognizes not

only teaching excellence, but academic endeavors and outstanding student

evaluations. To earn the Selby a faculty member must have developed a

wide variety of skills both within and outside of the classroom. Batts is

known for his far-ranging interests that cover the spectrum of academic

thought.

This is the third time in his years of LeTourneau service that he has

won top teaching honors.

A 17-year veteran of the classroom at LeTourneau, Batts earned a

bachelors degree in English from Calvin College. Began his teaching

career as a Chicago high school teacher in 1965. His educational career

has included stints in Iowa, Oregon and Texas.

Most people would be happy with one college degree. Batts has five.

Those degrees reflect his broad and varied scholarly interests. In addition

to his English degree, he has three masters degrees (in Divinity, Theology

and Literature), and a Ph.D. in Literature widi a Philosophy minor.

He uses all his training and successfully integrates it in his lectures and

scholarly papers.

Most would be happy to teach a single subject. At LeTourneau Batts

chairs the English department and teaches English, Philosophy and Biblical

Studies.

Most would be happy to focus on a single scholarly activity. Batts is

an expert on Shakespeare, C.S. Lewis and southern author Flannery

O’Connor.

And in his spare time he is an active member of the University’s

Speakers Bureau and is half of a doubles team that has won die Texas State

Horseshoe Championship. He and his wife, Reva, have successfully raised

two children, now grown.

LeTourneau University congratulates Dr. Martin Batts as the winner

of the 1999-2000 Robert H. Selby 'Leaching Scholar Award.

Gene Jordan, right, newly

appointed president of the

LeTourneau University President’s

Advisory Council, accepts the

presidents gavel from Latricia

Nichols, left, the council’s past

president, and Dr. Tom Nisbett,

LU vice president for university

advancement. Jordan, who is vice

president of Longview Bank &

Trust, will serve in 2000-2001.

The President’s Advisory

Council is a group of thirty East

Texas business and community

leaders who work closely with the

university’s administration. The

council also hosts the annual Fall

Partnership Banquet and sponsors

the Invention and Design Contest.

major projects underway

this summer. The Glaske

Center for Engineering, Science

and Technology continues on

target for a mid-2001

completion date; student

residence building Tyler West,

the university’s oldest brick

building, is being extensively

remodeled; the Alpha Omega
House will get a face-lift; and a

new cement slab for training

aircraft is being poured between

Aeronautical Science Buildings

1 and 2.

Workers start to roof one

of four new student quads

(mini-residence halls) being

constructed just to the east of

the Trinity Halls (NW corner

of campus). Each quad has 14

rooms and will house 27

students. “The new quads will

help meet anticipated enroll-

ment growth and help alleviate

current student housing needs,”

said Doug Wilcoxson, vice

president for student affairs.

The quads are one of several

Pflftg&ah

Rodney Stanford, right,

director of admissions, shakes

hands with Jake Little, recipient

of the 2000 R. G. LeTourneau

Scholarship, while members of

Stanfords admissions team (“The

Prize Patrol”) holds a symbolic

check and balloons.

Little, who is a graduating

senior from East Texas Christian

School in Longview, was surprised

at his school with the scholarship

award “Publisher’s Clearing

House” style.

The award, which covers

100 percent of standard tuition,

is renewable and could be worth

up to $50,000 if Little maintains

a 3.2 GPA.

Little competed against top

students from around East Texas

for the award. Criteria included

high standardized test scores, a

strong high school grade point

average, community service and

extracurricular activities, Christian

testimony and interviews with

staff, faculty and a past scholar-

ship winner.

“This is just unbelievable,

I just praise God for it,” said Little.

He plans to major in

aeronautical science.
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Fly heavy, roll I o n g

PRESENT
LeTourneau engineering and management teams made strong showings this spring
IN NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL INTERCOLLEGIATE ACADEMIC COMPETITIONS

Aero Design Cargo Plane:
2 nd place among U.S. teams, 4 th place internationally

A team of six engineering students took second place among

U.S. students in an international design contest held in Deland, Fla.

The Aero Design East competition is sponsored by the Society of

Automotive Engineers (SAE) and is an annual intercollegiate academic

contest to design and build a remote controlled (RC) model cargo plane

capable of carrying a large payload. Twenty-nine teams from universities

in the U.S., Latin America and Europe competed in the event, with

LeTourneau coming in 2nd among all U.S. teams and 4th overall.

Other U.S. entrants included host institution Embry Riddle Aeronautical

University, the University of Wisconsin, Rice University and the U.S.

Military Academy at West Point. The 1st place team was from the

University of Warsaw, Poland; followed by Sao Paulo University, Brazil;

New Jersey Institute ofTechnology and LeTourneau University.

The LeTourneau teams entry weighed in at less than seven

pounds and was able to successfully take off, navigate the course and

land, carrying a cargo of 17.6 pounds.

Team members included Team Leader Caleb Bissett (junior,

Voluntown, Conn.), John Core (sophomore, Charleston, Ariz.), Josh

Mayne (senior, Crownsville, Md.), Blake Martin (freshman, Corning,

Calif.), Jesse Mayne (senior, Crownsville, Md.) and Steve Pfeifer (junior,

Erin, N.Y.). Dr. Tom Hellmuth, associate professor of mechanical

engineering, was the faculty advisor for the team.

AMSE Regionals:
TWO 1

st places and 2 nd plac

A team of junior

and senior engineering stu-

dents took top honors in a

four-state, two-nation

academic competition at

the University of Louisiana,

Lafayette.

Paul Hvass and Dr. Roger Gonzales, left, The students, all

with “Intelligent Human Arm ” mechanical and electrical

engineering majors, took first place in each of the two major events, along

with a second at the competition, which was sponsored by Region X of

the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME).

Paul Hvass (senior, Northfield, Minn.) took first place in the Oral

Competition, presenting on “The Intelligent Human Arm.” His

presentation dealt with student research toward developing a nerve-

activated prosthetic device. Mike Swanbom (sophomore, Clovis, Calif.)

and Andy Dettmer (junior, San Marcos, Texas) took first place in the

E

Student Design Contest for their project, the “Smokin’ Tortoise.” The

design project involved the creation of a mini soda bottling plant capable

of transporting, filling and capping a one-liter soda bottle as quickly as

possible without any leakage.

Matt Brodine (senior,

Kearney, Neb.), took second place ii

the Poster Competition for his

scientific display “Modeling

Neuromuscular Control in a

Pneumatic Prosthetic Limb.”

This was the fourth year

in a row for LeTourneau teams to

take first place in one or both

major events. The first place

winners will advance to the

international finals, set for

November, 2000. Mike Swanbom, right and Andy
Dettmer with the “Smokin ’ Tortoise ”

Management:
7 rH PLACE INTERNATIONALLY

A team of four students has taken the equivalent of 7th place in an

international management competition that drew collegiate teams from

around the U.S. and the world.

Business Administration majors Jeff Anderson (senior, Mascoutah,

111.), Timothy Krauss (sophomore, Vancouver, Wash.) and Holly Pearson

(junior, Longview, Texas), along with Aaron Arthur, a Computer

Information Systems major (sophomore, Roundup, Mont.), competed in

the Student Case Competition at the International Convention of the

Society for the Advancement of Management (SAM) held in St.

Augustine, Fla. Dr. Brett Andrews, associate professor of business

administration, served as the team advisor.

The team assignment was to develop a strategic management plan

for Internet retailer Amazon.com. The student team developed the

comprehensive plan in about six weeks and presented it at the

competition to a team of judges who functioned in the role of the

Amazon.com board of directors.

I^irai-Bcaja Teams:
5 th and 7 th places
AMONG 87 TEAMS

Two off road all terrain vehicles designed

and built by teams of mechanical engineering

students placed in the top ten in the Society of

Automotive Engineers (SAE) Mini-Baja

Competition held outside Manhattan, Kansas.

Entry No. 23, the “Exodus,” took fifth

place overall, and first place in the endurance race

event. Entry No. 34, the “Swamp Fox,” took

seventh place overall, and second place in the hill

climb event. A total of 87 student-built Mini-Baja

vehicles were entered in the competition, drawing

entries from universities and technical institutes

from around the United States and Mexico.

This is the second year in a row that a

LeTourneau team has placed in the top ten. Last year

LeTourneaus lone entry placed third overall.

Team members for entry No. 23, the “Exodus,”

included Team Leader Jeremy Burke (Clackamas,

Ore.), Ben Dieter (Roseau, Minn.), Ben Gossett

(Ephrata, Wash.), Kassia Marvin (Grand Junction,

Colo.), and Tim Weins (Newton, Kan). All are

seniors.

Team members for entry No. 34, the “Swamp

Fox,” included learn Leader Andrea Donner

(Alexandria, Va.), Brian Fox (Escondido, Calif.),

Braden Hood (Henderson, Texas), Randy Knop

(Warwick, N.Y.), Jake Range (Blair, Okla.) and

Steve Schermerhorn (Black Mountain, N.C.). All

are seniors except Schermerhorn, who is a junior.

Dr. Bill Thrasher, professor of mechanical

engineering, was the faculty advisor for both teams.

Mini-Baja teams pose with President Alvin Austin.
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Robotics: Plane and
Simple

Andrew Olson, a senior mechanical engineering major from

Elbow Lake, Minn., demonstrates a robotics program created to

assemble a child’s toy glider. A team made up of students Ben

Gossett, Paul Hvass, Jonathan Markley and Olson developed the

program for a Robotics course taught by Dr. Roger Gonzalez.

“The assignment was to assemble a model airplane and launch it

untouched by human hands,” said Gonzalez.

Glider ports are carefully laid

out in position on on assem-

bly line jig.

Using air suction, the wing is

picked up, rotated and
placed in a clamp.

!

ELECTRIC CAR -

Director of Security Frank

Galloway tries out his new electric

campus security vehicle developed

by a team of three students as a
senior engineering technology

design project.

The vehicle started as a U.S.

Postal Service car and was exten-

sively modified for use on campus.

Students Martin Hubenthal

(Harrisville, Penn.), Nathan Ludlow

(Longview, Texas) and David

Stanfield (Anchorage, Alaska)

estimate they spent about 250
hours on the project.

The fuselage is picked up,

rotated and guided into the

wing. The fuselage and wing

assembly will then be returned

to its holder.

The fuselage is guided into

the horizontal stabilizer/eleva-

tor, then the completed plane

is returned to its holder.

The horizontal stabilizer/

elevator is placed in the

clamp.

The plane, now completely

assembled, is lifted by its ver-

tical stabilizer/rudder, rotated

45 degrees and moved
across the assembly line.

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD -

Brandon Varnell, Tyler, Texas,

a junior majoring in Aerospace

Science at LeTourneau University,

has been awarded the first $ 1,000

scholarship ever presented by the

Gregg County Experimental Aircraft

Association (EAA), Chapter 972-the

Pineywoods Taildraggers.

Pictured making the scholarship

presentation are Bill Vawter, left,

chapter president, Brandon Varnell,

center, and Tom Southern, right,

chapter treasurer.

A hook on the bottom of the

plane catches a rubber band.

The robot pulls back on the

plane. When the proper ten-

sion is achieved, it releases

and lets it fly.

Andrew Olson proudly displays the assembled plane

after its successful flight across the robotics lab.
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50s Rich McClain (ATBU 81}
is now a captain for TWA airlines. He and wife, Heidi, have four

daughters. They live in Fayetteville, Ga.

Robert "Mac” {’51 MES) and Rita McDowell
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on 7/13/00.They have been

blessed with a son and a daughter. Robert worked 35 years for General

Motors in Automotive Tooling and Engineering in four states. The

McDowells currently live in Columbia, Tenn.

Ted Wilkinson (WE 58)
retired this summer after 35 years with United Airlines. Ted has two

children and is currently living in the Denver, Colo., area.

60s

and Clare Chandler
work with Partners International

in Singapore. Tom functions as

regional advisor for South and

Southeast Asia, teaching trainers

to reach the most unreached areas

ofAsia.Toms new motorcycle, a

Honda 200 Electra Glide Classic,

will be used in his ministry.

70s
Steve (PEBS 77) and BJ (Bl 83) Beacham
are back in Nigeria where they serve as dorm parents. On the side, BJ is

a BSF childrens leader and Steve is pursuing sports ministry opportunities

at the State Sports Council.

Denis (MT 81) and Diane Sherbeck
serve with TEAM in Pakistan producing evangelistic videos in native

languages.

Dan (ATBS 83) and Chuy Hall

run the Mexican Indian Trading Center in Veracruz, Mexico. The

center trains pastors, provides skills for native people, and medical

treatment. They have four sons.

80s
Dan Cutler (ATBS ’81)

and Judyanne Edridge
plan to marry in Whangaparaoa,

New Zealand on 10/14/00.

After their marriage they plan to

return to Botswana, Africa, and

continue their work with SIM.

Jeff (PEBS ’83) and

Beth “Ross” (PA ’86) Kieffer
announce the birth of Jessica Carole Kieffer

born 12/19/99. She was welcomed home by

Brother Zachary, age 8.

13
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Ray (MT 84) and Renee Moffat
announce the birth of their fifth child, Rebecca Lynne Moffat.

She was born 1/15/00 and joins her three brothers, Ross, Ryan

and Rory, and her sister, Raeanne.

Jamie (BUBS 86)

and Murielle Vernaud

(EE ’87) Friedman
announce the arrival of their third

child on 4/14/00. Michael

Edward Friedman was born in

Massy, France, where he joins

sisters Joyanna and Naomi.

Misty “Graff ” (DT 86)

and Mark (EE '88) Gunderson
praise God for an addition to their family. Brielle Joy Gunderson

was born 4/26/00. Proud grandfather is LU professor Bill Graff.

Paul (CST ’90)

and Dori “Kaiser” (DT ’91) Reno
announce the birth of their second child on 12/23/99. Aaron Thomas

Reno joins brother Anthony.

David (CSE ’87) and Kelly Hastings
announce the birth of their daughter, Bailey Rose Hastings, on

4/16/00. The Hastings live inWichita, Kan.

Bob (ATBS 89) and Jenifer Bruner
welcome daughter Molly Madison Bruner, born into their home

on 4/7/00.

Jim (WT/ACCT 89)

and Debbie “Knoop” (BUBS ’89) Hoeks
announce the birth of their third child. Michael Joseph Hoeks was

born 4/10/00 and joins Sister Amy and Brother David. Michael

is the grandson of LU professor Don Knoop.

Paul (MT 89) and Mae Krug
announce the birth of Gracie Mae Krug on 3/9/00. She joins

brothers Andrew and Caleb. Her proud grandpa is LU alumnus

Don Landis (MT ’62).

Jon (ET ’91) and Deanne Robertson
announce the arrival of Rebekah Grace Robertson on 4/2/00.

Ken C. Bell (ATBS ’93)

has gone to work for Missionaire International in Kimball, Neb.

He is in the process of raising support.

David D. (EE ’92) and Marilyn Davis
had a baby boy on 5/18/00. They named him William Granville Davis.

Michael Marlatt (BUBS 92)
completed a BA degree in Mass Communications and a Masters

degree in Education from Northwestern Oklahoma State University.

He received his Masters degree on 5/5/00 and has accepted an offer

to teach broadcast journalism at Arkansas 'Lech University in August.

Dave Trombly (ATBS 92)
led a flight of two FI 8 s over the LeTourneau campus just before

graduation on 5/6/00. Dave and his wife, Megan live in South Carolina

with their four children. Dave is a pilot for the US Marine Corps.

90s Chris (ATBS ’93) and Shelly Kelton

had their first child, Ryan Christopher Kelton, on 1 1/20/99.

Michelle (EE ’90) and Larry Davies
announce the arrival of their son, Nicholas Jade Davies, on 1 1/28/99.

Rick Cowan (ATBI 94) and Debra Ann Jones
were married 6/24/00 in Meridian, Idaho.

A L U M N
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Jon (ME ’96) and

Sylvia (ME ’96)

“Sterling” Caruvana
announce tne birth of their

daughter Synth ia Lura

Caruvana on 1/6/00. The

Caruvanas live in Farmington

Hills, Mich, where Jon works

as an engineer.

Carlos (AMT ’99)

and Nicole Fast
announce the birth of their

daughter, Taylor Nicole Fast,

on 3/1/00. She joins big

sister, Macy. The Fasts live

in Durham, Ontario, Canada.

Elizabeth Thorsgard (BSBM 95, MBA ’97)

currently works for Primerica Financial Services as a Senior

Personal Financial Analyst in the Longview, Texas, area. Despite

her busy schedule Elizabeth finds time to help her daughter,

Tamara, 13, pursue her interest in pageants. Tamara holds the title

of 1999 Texas State Young Miss and participated in the Nationals

competition in Houston in July.

Dave Huber (EE ’99)

married Dana Martin on 7/1/00 in Houston, Texas.

Joe Walker (BSBM 96)
is now Director of Cardiopulmonary/Sleep Lab Services at

Proctor Hospital in Peoria, 111. He would like to hear from his

fellow classmates at jdwalker89@prodigy.net.

Andrew Visser (ATET 97)
is a pilot for Jesus Alive Ministries in Africa. Earlier this year he and

alumnus, Tom Wolford (ATBS 82) flew a turbo prop air-

plane from San Antonio, Texas to Lanseria, South Africa. Andrew

has been doing a lot of flying since returning to Africa and is enjoying

his ministry there.

Todd Johnson (PEBS 98)
works with Athletes in Action Baseball in Lebanon, Ohio.

He recruits college baseball players for summer missions trips all

over the world. Todd will be traveling this summer to Mexico and

Nicaragua.

Andrew Kalitka

(PSYC ’98)

has a book of photography,

which was released this

summer. The book, “The

Big Picture” is a collection of

68 ofAndrews photos and

writing along with scripture.

It is published by Winepress

Publishing. For more

information contact the

publisher at P.O. Box 428,

Enumclaw, Wash., 8022.

Keep in Touch

!

Send us news of what’s happening in your life. Don’t be left out!

Send your news to:

Kendall Harper

AlumNews Editor,

Alumni Office

LeTourneau University

P.O. Box 7333 • Longview, Texas 75607
alumni@fetu.eau

Fax: 903-233-3648 • 800-259-ALUM (2586)

Alumni Events for 2000
Watch for more details in the mail, on our website www.letu.edu/

alumni and by [-mail.

July IS Balloon Race Get Together

Longview, TX

Sept. 25-0ct. 6 Phonathon

October 21 Friends of LeTourneau Dinner

6:00 p.m. Willow Valley Resort

Lancaster, PA

October 27-29 Homecoming 2000!
Honoring the classes of

1 950, 55, 60, 65, 70, 75, 80,

85, 90, 95.

Friday night concert with top

Christian Artist.

Saturday evening banquet.


